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FOREWORD

Information on the hazardous properties of explosive materials,
Ied’s, and other weapons of mass destruction is essential for Bomb

Technicians and others responsible for the protection of life and prop-
erty.

The information in this publication far exceeds anything I have seen
or read before. Tom has included extensive data Re: equipment, safe-
ty procedures, Ied’s, crime scene investigation as well as the safe
disposal and destruction of Ied’s and other hazardous materials. This
is a book that should be in every Bomb Squad Library.

The terrorists’ use of remote control car and truck bombs, roadside
bombs, and suicide bombers together with the situation in the world
today, could produce problems most of us have not encountered
before. Tom’s vast experience and diligent research has permitted him
to produce a handbook the study of which would enable Bomb
Technicians to deal with most situations.

Thanks, Tom.

ALBERT W. GLEASON
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PREFACE

This book was written to answer the inquiries received from many
sources concerning the subject of bombs and bombings. The

author hopes that the information contained herein may help save
lives and property. The book is not intended to make experts of read-
ers or to assume any responsibility arising therefrom. The following
pages contain a general outline of the procedures employed in pro-
cessing commercial or homemade explosives, military explosive ord-
nance, bombs, improvised explosive devices, suspected packages,
infernal machines, bomb scares, explosions, bombings, and similar
incidents. Examples from real experiences are given to explain the
reasons for these procedures.

It is stressed at the outset that the construction of the bomb or the
infernal machine and the conditions of the emergency situation will
rarely be exactly the same. No single procedure can be utilized in each
and every instance without deviation.

This written material relates to disposal and investigation of bombs,
but it does not describe how to construct lethal devices. However,
practical information on bomb evidence, which is not found in other
literature, is in this volume.

Bomb and explosive disposal is a fascinating but hazardous field.
Frivolous interest by poorly motivated persons is strenuously discour-
aged. Death or permanent injury can be the cost of poor judgment or
inexperience. Books, courses, and practice will not make a bomb
expert, but these, accompanied by experience, will help a person
become better at bomb disposal. Training and experience generate
capability and good judgment. Excessive fear or overconfidence may
cause the specialist to become his own worst enemy. While the expe-
rienced handler employing all of the accepted precautionary methods
may minimize the risk of an untoward incident, it must be remem-
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bered that bombs and explosives are engineered, planned, and ulti-
mately designed to explode, and there is no absolutely safe method of
handling many items.

It is possible to construct a bomb that cannot be deactivated. A
bomb can be so sensitive to movement that it cannot be touched with-
out its exploding.

New technology in the dismantling of bombs has increased the life
expectancy of bomb disposal technicians. Yet many of those in bomb
protection are not cognizant of their own essential needs: equipment,
training, table of organization, and procedures.

These four basic elements in bomb protection cannot be over-
emphasized and must be understood and followed not only by bomb
disposal technicians, but by administrative and management to insure
the safest methods of bomb protection. 

The following pages do not describe how to solve all bomb prob-
lems, but they have been prepared as an approach to one of the most
difficult of all police challenges and are intended to serve in an edu-
cational and constructive manner.

T.G.B.
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Chapter 1

EXPLOSIVE AND BOMB DISPOSAL
SERVICES AND TRAINING

Obtaining adequate equipment for competent bomb handling is
usually a difficult process. The best method is to educate persons

in charge of the department. The bomb technician should be able to
express his or her needs for equipment, training, standard operation
procedures, and table of organization orally and in writing to his
immediate supervisor who may be a sergeant, his lieutenant, or up-
ward through the chain of command. The technician should follow his
requests to make sure that proper budgeting and purchasing proce-
dures are followed. The technician will find that tact and diplomacy
are helpful.

All available data on bomb scares, stolen and recovered explosives,
and actual bombs and bombings can be obtained from news media and
local, state, and federal agencies to justify why the requested items are
necessary. Although the aforesaid equipment for one’s local needs is
stressed, importance should be given to national and international inci-
dents. Military and commercial usage of explosives may result in inci-
dents. Surveys of possible local government and industry vulnerability
also help show needs that should be met. Sometimes past experience
demonstrates a need for bomb protection equipment and the organi-
zation of operating procedures. Miami-Dade County, Florida acquired
training and equipment for its bomb squad in the early sixties after a
series of right-wing bombings, labor bombings, and increased seizures
of bomb caches of revolutionaries in the greater Miami area. Figures 2
and 3 provide outstanding examples. Everyone who recognizes a need
for adequate equipment and training should not hesitate in bringing the
information to the attention of responsible people.
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Too often, police and fire agencies wait until a bomb is found or a
tragedy occurs before a decision is made to take precautionary meas-
ures for the future. Even though a department may have trained per-
sonnel, equipment and tactical plans for such an emergency, an officer
who is not a bomb specialist, will sometimes handle a bomb himself
before he calls for skilled assistance as is seen in Figure 4.

Billy Poe, of the Louisiana State Police, obtained almost all of his
needs after he disposed of a bomb that was sent to the governor, and
someone bombed the state legislature. The South Carolina Law
Enforcement Department has a well-developed public relations pro-
gram in a videotape.

TACTICAL PLANS

Every police and fire department should have a tactical plan pre-
pared for use in the event of an explosion or a bomb incident. Who is
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Figure 1. This photograph was taken by Detective Kevin Barry of the New York City
Police Bomb Squad thirty seconds after the second plane United Airlines hit the South
Tower #2 at 9:03 a.m. This bombing gave notice to the world that we are involved in a 
war against terrorism.



going to dispose of a bomb? It is the responsibility of the police or fire
administrator to have his personnel know whom to call to the scene.
The more experience and training the bomb specialist has, the safer
he is and the more valuable he is to his jurisdiction. Incentives, such
as hazardous duty pay, help him choose to stay in that field of endeav-
or. The Los Angeles Police Department bomb squad received a large
hazardous duty pay after a bomb was found at the Los Angeles Times
offices and a member of the bomb squad was asked by the newspaper
media if the technician was going to dispose of the bomb. Before he
disposed of the item he said, “I don’t know. I don’t get any extra for
doing this. I could get killed.”

In some cases, an officer who has had very little training and pos-
sesses very little equipment, as in the old days, i.e., a knife and some
string, assumes or is given the responsibility of bomb disposal. A good
administrator will determine in advance who the best specialist is and
where and how he can be obtained. One man cannot be completely
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Figure 2. The bomb makers were busily repainting old practice hand grenade bodies after
putting corks in the bottom, using two-inch safety fuse for delays in the mechanism with
new primers and gun powder. This support for terrorists going to Cuba never got there.


