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PREFACE

Questioned Document Examination has two essential parts: dis-
covery and proof. 

The purpose of this book is to put at the fingertips of the investi-
gator a scientific method of discovery of the fact and of proving it. 

Part I of this book presents a scientific method for comparing ques-
tioned writing with genuine writing. Although the handwriting fea-
tures illustrated in this book are not the only ones possible for
consideration, they do provide reliable and valid points for compari-
son. 

Part II of the book deals with the preparation of the facts for pres-
entation and the method of presenting them to those who legally are
to decide the matter in court.

And finally, in Part III of this book, a sample demonstration is
offered using twelve points of comparison.

In this Second Edition of BATES’ IDENTIFICATION SYSTEM FOR
QUESTIONED DOCUMENTS the original twelve points of comparison
are maintained while additional information is introduced to assist the
examiner in both conducting the examination and its presentation.  

Along with providing reasons and bases for the examiner’s opin-
ion, this book adds information on qualified opinions based on writ-
ing conditions, disguised writing and lack of quality or number of
specimens. 

Terminology used by examiners to express their findings, based on
degree of certainty, is shown. The meanings of these opinions or gra-
dations of certainty are explained as they relate to questioned and
standard written materials and assist the examiner in reaching a bet-
ter-defined opinion.

Information on digital imaging as it pertains to cameras and other
devices is covered along with its use in illustrative presentations. The
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value of presenting illustrations to juries and other observers is dis-
cussed along with methods for authenticating illustrations during tes-
timony. Advice on marking documents and how to help prevent
accidental altering of evidence is also covered.

To add to the impact of presentations by the examiner, individual
point illustrations are shown. In this Second Edition, the BATES’
I.S.Q.D.: Identification System for Questioned Documents continues to
assist the investigator or examiner in the discovery of truth and fact.

Garland D. Lewis
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Section 1

HANDWRITING REDUCED TO STROKES

There is no reason why any questioned written material cannot
undergo a scientific method of testing much the same as any

other laboratory test.
Questioned document examination is probably best described as

involving a combination of art and science. This is based on the fact
that whereas scientific methods are used during the comparison
process, an interpretive element is also involved in explaining what
was discovered during the examination. 

The Identification System for Questioned Documents breaks down
handwriting into two fundamental strokes—the straight stroke and
the curve—and the direction in which they are written. No letters or
words, as such, are considered. Only the strokes, wherever they may
occur, and in whatever formation they may appear, are weighed in
their relationship to other strokes in the writing.

It is through the combination of two or more of these fundamen-
tal strokes that writing is constructed. Two curves for example, can be
put together in one way to form what is known as a loop, or they can
be put together in another way to form what is known as a circle. 

Just as important as the number of times a letter stroke or charac-
teristic appears in a writing is the fact that it does appear.
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