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Dedicated in loving memory of

Chaplain John A. “Jack” Price
August 4, 1928 – May 4, 1998

Ordained Lutheran Minister (37 years)

Chaplain—Albuquerque, New Mexico Police Department 1969-1998

Co-Founder and second President of
the International Conference of Police Chaplains.

The annual International Conference of Police Chaplains Awards
for Excellence in Chaplaincy are named in his honor.

In 1982 he was given the Distinguished Citizen of New Mexico Award.

On July 8, 1998, the main headquarters buildings of the
Albuquerque Police Department and the Bernalillo County Sheriff’s

Department was named the “John A. Price Law Enforcement Center.”



The International Conference of Police Chaplains (ICPC) is an
organization that supports volunteer and paid law enforcement chap-
lains. It helps law enforcement agencies develop chaplaincy programs
or improve their chaplaincy programs. The ICPC provides its mem-
bers with educational opportunities in training seminars and materials
and a network of mutual support helps disseminate and share infor-
mation about law enforcement chaplaincy.

The International Conference of Police Chaplains was founded in
1973. It is ecumenical and a non-profit organization. The ICPC has
over 2,700 active members in all 50 states of the United States of
America, 7 provinces of Canada, and in 10 other countries. Its logo
appears above and on the cover of this manual.

To contact the International Conference of Police Chaplains: office
address: P.O. Box 5590, Destin, Florida 32540; office telephones:
(850) 654-9736, FAX (850) 654-9742; E-mail: icpc@gnt.net, Web-site:
www.icpc4cops.org.
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ABBREVIATIONS

NRSV—the New Revised Standard Version translation of the Judeo-
Christian Bible
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A PART OF AMERICA DIED

Somebody killed a policeman today 
And a part of America died . . . 
And a piece of our country he swore to protect 
Will be buried with him at his side.

The beat that he walked was a battlefield, too, 
Just as if he had gone off to war; 
Though the flag of our nation won’t fly at half-mast 
To his name they will add a gold star.

The suspect who shot him will stand up in court 
With counsel demanding his rights, 
While a young, widowed mother must work for her kids 
And spend many long, lonely nights.

Yes, somebody killed a policeman today . . .
Maybe in your town or mine, 
While we slept in comfort behind our locked doors 
A cop put his life on the line.

Now his ghost walks the beat on a dark city street, 
And he stands at each new rookie’s side; 
He answered the call . . . of himself gave his all, 
And a part of America died....

Harry Koch

(In memory of Patrolman John Burke, Atlantic City, New Jersey Police
Department, and all of the others killed in the line of duty.)

xiv



LAW ENFORCEMENT
FUNERAL MANUAL



Section I

WHERE DO WE START?



Chapter 1

PREPARING FOR THE FUNERAL

DEATH NOTIFICATIONS

Police chaplains and law enforcement personnel are usually called
upon to make death notifications in the cases of death within their

agencies and within the communities they serve. Notifying a person of
the death of their loved one(s) is a task or role that requires careful
preparation, sensitivity and planning. An excellent manual on recom-
mended procedures for death notification has been published by the
Iowa Organization for Victim Assistance (IOVA). This manual is enti-
tled: In Person, In Time.1 The following suggestions are offered to assist
a department/agency with death notifications and death notification
training.

1. Be prompt. Be timely. In-person notification should be made
within two (2) hours of the event.

2. Make sure you have the correct information: the name of the per-
son to be notified, the address where that person might be, the
name of the person who died, how (if you can find out) that per-
son died, and a telephone number where the person(s) being noti-
fied can find out more information about the death.

3. The notification is time-consuming. Note: If the informing per-
son doesn’t have time to make the call (at least two (2)
hours)—don’t make the call! Get someone else to do it!
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