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A PART OF AMERICA DIED

Somebody killed a policeman today

And a part of America died . . .

And a piece of our country he swore to protect
Will be buried with him at his side.

The beat that he walked was a battlefield, too,

Just as if he had gone off to war;

Though the flag of our nation won't fly at half-mast
To his name they will add a gold star.

The suspect who shot him will stand up in court

With counsel demanding his rights,

While a young, widowed mother must work for her kids
And spend many long, lonely nights.

Yes, somebody killed a policeman today . . .
Maybe in your town or mine,

While we slept in comfort behind our locked doors
A cop put his life on the line.

Now his ghost walks the beat on a dark city street,
And he stands at each new rookie’s side;

He answered the call . . . of himself gave his all,
And a part of America died. . . .

Harry Koch

(In memory of Patrolman John Burke, Atlantic City, New Jersey Police
Department, and all of the others killed in the line of duty:)

xiii



ABBREVIATIONS

NRSV—the New Revised Standard Version translation of the Judeo-
Christian Bible

RSV—the Revised Standard translation of the Judeo-Christian Bible
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Section I

WHERE DO WE START?






Chapter 1

PREPARING FOR THE FUNERAL

DEATH NOTIFICATIONS

Police chaplains and law enforcement personnel are usually called
upon to make death notifications in the cases of death within their
agencies and within the communities they serve. Notifying a person
of the death of their loved one(s) is a task or role that requires careful
preparation, sensitivity and planning. An excellent manual on recom-
mended procedures for death notification has been published by the
Iowa Organization for Victim Assistance (IOVA). This manual is enti-
tled In Person, In Time.! The following suggestions are offered to assist
a department/agency with death notifications and death notification
training.

1. Be prompt. Be timely. In-person notification should be made
within two (2) hours of the event.

2. Make sure you have the correct information: the name of the per-
son to be notified, the address where that person might be, the
name of the person who died, how (if you can find out) that per-
son died, and a telephone number where the person(s) being
notified can find out more information about the death.

3. The notification is time-consuming. Note: If the informing per-
son doesn’t have time to make the call (at least two (2)
hours)—don’t make the call! Get someone else to do it!
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11.
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Before arriving at the place where the notification is going to be
made, decide who is going to give the notification. One person
should do the notification, supported by the other(s).

Upon arrival, the one making the announcement identifies them-
selves and their official capacity. Such as: “I am Chaplain/ Officer
. “I am with the (agency).”
Then introduce other members of the notification team.

Have the person(s) sit down! (They may faint or collapse and fall
down upon notification.) Find out if there is anyone else in the
home or business.

Then quickly, and as much to the point as possible, make the
announcement in clear, plain language. A sample announcement
might be: “I have some very difficult news to share with you. Your

has been killed.” Always refer to the victim by their
name, never by terms such as “body” or “corpse.”

Next, wait for their reaction. Whatever reaction they have is
normal for them. No two persons will react to tragic news in the
same way. Expect the unexpected! In working with persons who
are grieving, you need to be comfortable with it and allow it to
happen. The chaplain/personnel should intervene only to pre-
vent harm to them or others.

. Your presence is what is important—a ministry of presence!

Give the person what is known, but not why! Avoid euphemisms
(!) such as “God willed it. . . .” “(He/She) was a brave (man/
woman). . . .” “You’ll thank God for this some day,” etc.

Listen, listen, listen! You will need to be comfortable with silence
at this point.

Offer to make calls to other family members or have other chap-
lains make these announcements in person. If the immediate
family lives out of town, arrange for another law enforcement
agency to make a face-to-face announcement.
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13. When leaving, never leave the person alone—even if they ask for
it! A support system must be in place prior to your departure: a
faith leader, a member of their religious community, a family
member, a friend, or a neighbor.

14. Leave a departmental/agency business card with the family in
case they have any further concerns, questions, or needs.

15. Reminder: The notification process cannot be rushed. If it is win-
ter, take off coat(s) to indicate that you are going to stay for a
while.

THE ROLE OF THE CHAPLAIN
IN DEPARTMENTAL FUNERALS

If the department/agency has a chaplain, the role of the Police
Chaplain is to ASSIST the family, the family’s faith leader (if any), and
his/her fellow law enforcement officers through their sadness and
grief. The chaplain can ask the family who will officiate at the service.
If asked to conduct the funeral service, the chaplain’s role is much
broader than just the funeral itself. The ministry begins when the
chaplain is first notified of the death of a law enforcement member
and extends beyond the interment. The family needs immediate and
continual support. (See pages 67-71 for specific information.) During
the funeral, the chaplain comforts the bereaved and can pay tribute to
the fallen officer. The chaplain serves as a counselor, spiritual advisor,
and friend to the family of the deceased.

Since the conduct of the funeral service honors the wishes of the
family, the chaplain may be asked to cooperate with the family’s faith
leader if available. The funeral service is primarily spiritual and is
properly a function of the local faith leader. The chaplain should
accede to the desire of the civilian faith leader and the traditions of
the religious organization/tradition of the family.

The police chaplain has a dual role: as a member of the law
enforcement community and as a faith leader. The elements that the
chaplain must balance are: the military-style ceremony and the reli-
gious rite. The military-style ceremony recognizes the service and sac-
rifice of a law enforcement officer; the religious rite extends a spiritu-





